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Party ready 


At any other time of year, I would sift through cookbooks to come up with elaborate, interesting appetizer ideas. But at this time of year, I know that too much time in the kitchen means less time with family. The solution? Stock up on shortcuts such as Dil Khush's new line of chutneys. 


The jarred chutneys, made by Sulu Lalchandani of Foster City, are sweet and sour, spicy and fresh, and perfect for dumping over the top of a hunk of cream cheese. Add crackers and it's an instant appetizer that's interesting and fresh. 


The chutneys come in a range of fruity flavors, including mango with orange and orange with red pepper. But my favorite is the refrigerated version that comes in a tub. It's a cilantro chutney made with mint and lots of garlic. This is guaranteed to knock the socks off the pickiest gourmand at your party. 


The chutneys, $6-$7, are sold at Whole Foods, farmer's markets and other specialty markets. 


Those who can't get to one of those stores can order products online at http://www.dilkhush.com. Shipping is free for orders over $25. 


Dil Khush also has a lineup of aromatic, flavor-packed rice and lentil-rice mixes that would be perfect for any potluck gathering. The mixes are about $4 and cook up in 20 minutes. 
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